


About
The annual DC Palestinian Film and Arts Festival (DCPFAF) is a 501c3 non-profit, 
volunteer-run enterprise that showcases the work of Palestinian filmmakers 
and artists around the world to audiences in the Washington, DC metro area.  

The DCPFAF was founded in 2011 by three women - Huda Asfour, Nadia Daar, 
and Noura Erakat - brought together by a shared love of film, art, and Palestine. 
They wanted a volunteer-run festival that would serve as a platform for the 
artistic creativity of Palestinians through film, music, and the visual arts. They 
started out with a two-day teaser festival in May 2011, and the DC Palestinian 
Film and Arts Festival came into the world in September 2011. 

A diverse, dedicated audience quickly materialized, drawn by an exciting 
range of high-profile and experimental films and arts made exclusively by 
Palestinians. As the DCPFAF continues to grow, so does its unique community. 
In Washington, DC, a city with a vibrant arts scene and many diasporic 
communities, the DCPFAF serves as a space to bring together communities 
through art to catalyze invigorating and productive discussions about film and 
culture.

The stories shared in this festival are not necessarily about Palestine in relation 
to Israeli occupation and apartheid, nor are they stories necessarily about 
Palestinians. The aim of the DCPFAF is to reflect the dynamic formation of a 
transnational identity common to Palestinians and diasporic communities in 
general. 

Our Mission
The DC Palestinian Film and Arts Festival champions the work of 
Palestinian artists and filmmakers in Palestine and in diaspora, 
showcasing the range and complexity of Palestinian identities 
and narratives.

Our Vision
Our vision for the DC Palestinian Film and Arts Festival is to bring 
together the District’s various communities through art, catalyzing 
productive conversations about film, culture, and diaspora, utilizing 
the lens of Palestinian artists as an entry point.  



WASHINGTON DC -- The sixth annual DC Palestinian Film and Arts Festival 
(DCPFAF) will take place from Oct. 5-9, showcasing work by Palestinian artists 
and filmmakers. Entitled “Palestine Across the Diaspora: Stories on Home and 
Migration,” the 2016 DCPFAF will explore themes of migration, attachment to 
place and homemaking for diaspora communities. The festival features 33 films, a 
visual architecture exhibit, and a virtual Portal to the Gaza Strip. 

In the leadup to the festival, the Huda Asfour Trio and Touch Acustra played a 
free concert on Sept. 20 at Bossa Bistro and Lounge in Adams Morgan. The 
performance blended West African, jazz, mashriq and classical music in the spirit 
of the DCPFAF, which aims to bring DC’s various communities together through 
art. 

The arts portion of the 2016 DCPFAF centers on a visual exhibit at the DAC, “What 
Is Home? Palestine Across the Diaspora.” The three-part exhibit consists of a 
visual display exploring a century of Palestinian architecture, photographical work 
and an interactive pop-up Portal. In cooperation with Shared Studios, the Portal 
will utilize audio-visual technology to connect festival goers with members of the 
Palestinian community in the blockaded Gaza Strip and locations in the US. 

Over 9.6 million Palestinians worldwide claim heritage to the same homeland. 
Palestine is a place physically inaccessible to most Palestinians, yet it remains 
a communal identifier unifying a population divided by geospatial barriers. The 
photographic portion of “What Is Home?” explores the many definitions of home 
by Palestinians - a people as varied as the diaspora is vast.

The film portion of the program includes 33 feature, documentary and short films. 
Films will kick off on Oct. 6 with the Washington, DC premiere of Speed Sisters by 
Amber Fares, a documentary film following the first all-female car racing team in 
the Middle East. Forced displacement, migration and the ongoing war in Syria are 
explored in events featuring curated collections of short films and guest speakers 
on Saturday, Oct. 8. The 2016 program also features Ave Maria, a 2015 Oscar-
nominee for Best Live Action Short Film. The festival will close with 3000 Nights, 
a drama film by Mai Masri focusing on a Palestinian woman prisoner.

To learn more about the DCPFAF and the 2016 program, visit www.dcpfaf.org. 

– Ends –

Sixth Annual DC Palestinian Film and Arts Festival 
Features 33 Films and Portal to Gaza

http://www.dcpfaf.org/program
http://www.dcpfaf.org/program
https://www.facebook.com/events/1842132379388323/
http://www.dcpfaf.org/arch-exhibit/
http://www.dcpfaf.org/arch-exhibit/


Q&A: ‘Middle East’s Most 
Powerful Army Chasing 18 
Cows’ 
Al Jazeera  
March 21, 2016
Interview with Amer Shomali about The 
Wanted 18, headliner of 2015 DCPFAF.

A Palestinian Musician Imagines 
a Quieter Life - On Mars 
WAMU 88.5 
Nov. 6, 2015
Interview with DCPFAF Managing 
Director Huda Asfour about her music.

Ms. Lauryn Hill, Angela Davis, 
Others Featured in Black-
Palestinian Solidarity Video
Colorlines 
Oct. 14, 2015
The DCPFAF is part of a joint project 
on Black-Palestinian solidarity that 
produced a video featuring prominent 
figures standing for solidarity against 
oppression.

The DC Palestinian Film and 
Arts Festival, Reviewed 
Washington City Paper 
Oct. 9, 2015
Overview of the fifth annual DCPFAF.

A Coversation with Gaza’s ‘Boy 
Wonders’ Arab and Tarzan 
Mondoweiss  
Oct. 1, 2015
Interview with filmmakers now featured 
for the second time in the 2016 DCPFAF.

DC Palestinian Film and Arts 
Festival 2015 
Palestine Square  
Sept. 30, 2015 
Overview of 2015 DCPFAF, including 
interviews with DCPFAF Co-Curators 
Nehad Khader and Michael Kamel.

FouseyTube at DC Palestinian 
Film and Arts Festival 
Arab American Institute Blog
Sept. 26, 2012
Overview of 2012 DCPFAF highlighting 
guest appearance by Yousef Erakat, 
YouTube sensation. 

The DC Palestinian Film and 
Arts Festival: Showcasing 
Subjectivity 
Jadaliyya 
May 9, 2012
DCPFAF co-founder Noura Erakat 
sheds light on the founding of the 
festival and recaps its first run in 2011.

DCPFAF In the News
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Palestine Across the Diaspora:
Stories on Home and Migration 

Sixth Annual DC Palestinian Film and Arts Festival 

Festival Overview
In its sixth year, the DCPFAF explores ideas of home across a diaspora as diverse 
as it is vast. Migration, attachment to place, and place-making are themes common 
to diaspora communities around the world, including those found in Washington, 
DC. The 2016 DCPFAF will take place in Chinatown, with its hub at the District 
Architecture Center and film screenings at Regal Cinemas Gallery Place 14 and 
Landmark’s E Street Cinema.

What Is Home? Palestine Across the Diaspora 
Architecture Exhibit | Oct. 5-9 | District Architecture Center
A four-day architectural exhibit at the District Architecture Center in Chinatown, 
a center operated by the DC chapter of the American Institute of Architects, 
spotlights over a hundred years of Palestinian architecture. Featured architecture 
ranges from historic to contemporary Palestine, to across the diaspora. Guests will 
explore the concept of home as an architectural, environmental, communal, and 
human experience vis-à-vis the Palestinian narrative. 

In cooperation with Shared Studios, the exhibit centers on an interactive pop-
up Portal with audio-visual technology. Once inside, visitors have the opportunity 
to have face-to-face conversations with the Palestinian community in the Gaza 
Strip, Milwaukee, and New York City, as well as enjoy collaborative performances 
between artists in Gaza and DC. 
 
The photographic component of What Is Home? explores the many definitions 
of home by Palestinians - a people as varied as the diaspora is vast. It is through 
the process of seeking that we find within ourselves our homes and moments of 
humanity. Issues of migration, attachment to place, and place-making are relevant 
not only to the Palestinian people, but to all diaspora populations - including those 
communities right here in Washington, D.C.

Featured architects and displays include:
RIWAQ on cultural heritage and historical preservation; UNRWA on refugee and emergency 

response infrastructure; Senan Abdelqader on rebuilding and modernization; Decolonizing Art 
+ Architecture Residency on experimental design as it pertains to the future of the Palestinian 

state; and ShamsArd Design Studio on environmentalism, landscape and vernacular architecture. 



Spotlight on Global Migration with Tomas Ayuso
Short Films + Discussion | Oct. 8 | District Architecture Center
Forced displacement and subsequent migration are at a global all-time high. Images 
of families and individuals embarking on dangerous transnational crossings have 
come to define the 21st century global order. As a global diaspora community, 
Palestinians worldwide have a plethora of experiences with multiple forms of 
migration from multiple places. Following our films about migration, we will have 
a conversation with Tomas Ayuso, a Honduran journalist and photographer of 
Palestinian descent, to discuss human movement around the world, its causes 
and consequences for various communities, and the process of documenting 
these stories and their images.

Tomas Ayuso is a Palestinian-Honduran journalist who studied politics and security 
at Mercyhurst University and The New School. He’s covered ongoing conflict 
and current migrant crises as they have unfolded in the Caribbean, Latin America 
and Europe. He’s the lead field researcher for the Latin American bureau at Noria 
Research. Some of Tomas’ documentary photography on the Honduran migrant 
exodus is on permanent display at the World Bank in Washington DC.

Portal to Diaspora + Portal to Gaza 
Oct. 5-8 | District Architecture Center
In collaboration with Shared Studios, an 
interactive pop-up portal with audio-visual 
technology gives visitors the opportunity 
to have face-to-face conversations with the 
Palestinian community in other portals around 
the world.

Performances at the Portal 
Oct. 5-8 | District Architecture Center
Every day at noon, the Portal features 
collaborative performances between artists 
in Gaza and DC. Musicians, poets, painters, 
comedians, and other artists will creatively 
exchange across land and water via audio-
visual technology. 



A Conversation with Mai Masri
 Oct. 9 | Regal Gallery Place Stadium 14
Award-winning Palestinian director Mai Masri has historically delivered moving 
and innovative documentary films from the heart of Palestinian communities. This 
year she surprised and awed audiences around the world with her first narrative 
feature film, 3000 Nights. In this conversation with Mai Masri, we will be watching 
select clips from some of her documentaries and discussing her body of work, the 
transition from documentary to narrative filmmaking, and more.

Mai Masri is a Palestinian filmmaker who studied film at UC Berkeley and San 
Francisco State University. She directed and produced several award-winning films 
that have been screened worldwide. She founded Nour Productions in 1995 with her 
husband, filmmaker Jean Chamoun. Her films have received over 60 international 
awards including the Luchino Visconti Award in Italy 2003, the Asia Pacific Screen 
Award in Australia 2007, and the Mipdoc Trailblazer award in Cannes, 2011.  

Palestinian Futurism with M. Asli Dukan
 Oct. 9 | Regal Gallery Place Stadium 14
Filmmaker Larissa Sansour has created a body of speculative fiction works that 
imagine a future in which Palestinians still exist. Her work fits into a greater body of 
science fiction by people of color, a genre that imagines the survival and thriving 
of people of color in spite of the massive systems of oppression that exist in 
the present. In our discussion with filmmaker M. Asli Dukan, we explore works 
of science/speculative fiction by people of color, including AfroFuturism, Asian 
futurism, and Latin American futurism, and assess Sansour’s works within the field.

M. Asli Dukan is an independent producer, director and writer. Her short films have 
screened at festivals including the Imagenation Film Festival in New York to the 
Langston Hughes Film Festival in Seattle. She has received several grants, including 
most recently a 2016 Leeway Art and Change grant. She is the founder of Mizan 
Media Productions, producing and directing numerous works. She is currently in post-
production on two feature length projects: Invisible Universe - a documentary about 
the history of representations and participation of Black people in speculative fiction, 
and Songs for Nina - a music and travel documentary inspired by Nina Simone and 
set in France, and produced in collaboration with the Black Rock Coalition. Her next 
project is the anthology horror film, Skin Folk, based on the book by Nalo Hopkinson. 
She also hosts The Invisible Universe Vlog Series on Youtube, which is dedicated to 
topics related to the history of Black speculative fiction. She holds an MFA from the 
City College of New York and currently lives in Philadelphia.



Contact

Media Relations
Nusayba Hammad
nusayba@dcpfaf.org
(571) 721 8319

Please email Nusayba Hammad with all media inquiries, requests for 
interviews, press passes, film synopses and stills, filmmaker and artist 
bios, press passes, logos, etc. 


