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Who We Are 
Today, the DCPFAF is a volunteer-run 501c3 nonprofit that has drawn national and international 
attention for providing a unique platform in the District for Palestinian filmmakers and artists. The 
stories shared in this festival are not necessarily about Palestine in relation to Israeli occupation 
and apartheid, nor are they stories necessarily about Palestinians. The aim of the DCPFAF is to 
reflect the dynamic formation of a transnational identity common to Palestinians and diasporic 
communities in general. 
 
Mission  
The DC Palestinian Film and Arts Festival champions the work of Palestinian artists and 
filmmakers in Palestine and in diaspora, showcasing the range and complexity of Palestinian 
identities and narratives. 
 
Vision 
Our vision for the DC Palestinian Film and Arts Festival is to bring together the District’s various 
communities through art, catalyzing productive conversations about film, culture, and diaspora, 
utilizing the lens of Palestinian artists as an entry point. 
 
Story  
The DCPFAF was founded in 2011 by three women - Huda Asfour, Nadia Daar, and Noura Erakat - 
brought together by a shared love of film, art, and Palestine. They envisioned a volunteer-run 
festival that would serve as a platform for the artistic creativity of Palestinians through film, music, 
and the visual arts. In May 2011, the DCPFAF was introduced to the DC community with a two-day 
teaser festival, and a full festival run in September 2011.  
 
A diverse and dedicated audience quickly materialized, drawn by an exciting range of high-profile 
and experimental films and arts created exclusively by Palestinians. As the DCPFAF continues to 
grow, so does its unique community. In DC, a city with a vibrant arts scene and myriad diasporic 
communities, the DCPFAF brings together communities through art, catalyzing invigorating and 
productive discussions about film, culture, and common struggles. The DCPFAF is proud to count 
the DC Independent Film Festival, DC Shorts, Asian Pacific American Film Festival, and sister 
Palestinian film festivals in Chicago, Boston, Houston, Doha, and Toronto among its many 
partners.  
 
Palestinian artists, authors, and filmmakers such as Elia Suleiman, Hany Abu-Assad, Suha Araj, 
Mahdi Fleifel, May Odeh, and others have had their work showcased at the DCPFAF. Musicians, 
artists, and personalities such as filmmakers Mai Masri, Amer Shomali, and Cherien Dabis, 
architect and author Suad Amiry, journalist Ahmed Shihab Eldin, oud virtuouso Rami alHaj, 
authors Laila El-Haddad and Ibtisam Azem, and others have traveled near and far to perform and 
speak to DCPFAF audiences about their work. The DCPFAF regularly attracts local and 
international news coverage, and has been featured in outlets such as BBC, Al Jazeera, Al Ahram, 
RTV, Colorlines, the Washington City Paper, Jadaliyya, and Mondoweiss. 
 

   

 



8th Annual DC Palestinian Film and Arts Festival Gets Hands-On with Week of 
Films, Workshops, and Comedy in the District 

 
WASHINGTON DC, Sept. 4, 2018 — This year, the DC Palestinian Film and Arts Festival (DCPFAF) 
grows to a week-long event and brings the audience into the art with hands-on workshops for 
the first time. The 8th annual run will take place from Oct. 2-7, 2018 at venues across the District 
and feature 13 films, including eight DC and one US premieres, artist panels, creative workshops, 
and stand-up comedy at the Kennedy Center.  
 
This year’s festival, Threads of Resilience, celebrates Palestinian resilience in a tumultuous year: in 
light of the US embassy move to Jerusalem, the recent end of US aid to UNRWA - the UN agency 
for Palestinian refugees - developments in Syria, and more, DCPFAF will explore what it means to 
be part of a population that is consistently resilient in the face of crisis.  
 
DCPFAF kicks off on Tuesday, Oct. 2 with the US premiere of Samar Salameh’s documentary, 194. 
Us, Children of the Camp, which chronicles the director’s journey as he is forced to join the 
Palestinian Liberation Army in Syria only a month before the start of the uprising. Films continue 
throughout the week with a range of shorts, features, and documentaries on topics from 
women’s leadership during the 1987 Palestinian intifada in Naila and the Uprising, to a 
family-friendly short films bouquet, Are the Kids Alright?, with films exploring how children learn 
about and externalize the worlds around them. 
 
Films will showcase the work of a generation of emerging Palestinian filmmakers and artists in 
conversation with more established films like Wajib, Palestine's official selection for the 2017 
Academy Awards. Acclaimed Palestinian actor, star of Wajib, and this year’s Spotlight Artist Saleh 
Bakri will join audience members for an exclusive talkback after the film’s screening on Oct. 4. 
Variety Magazine called Wajib “an intimate, well-played disquisition on what it means to be a 
Palestinian abroad versus a Palestinian at home.” 
 
In a festival first, audience members step into the art and explore themes of cultural preservation 
and adaptation through three hands-on creative workshops. On Oct. 6, in partnership with 
Tatreez and Tea, festival goers will have the opportunity to learn the traditional embroidery 
techniques used by Palestinian women for centuries. On Oct. 7, a painting workshop in 
partnership Watan—a community space and arts studio focused on exploring Palestinian 
intellectual, cultural, and historical heritage—will allow even the most inexperienced artists to 
unleash their inner Picasso. 
 
On its closing night, Oct. 7, DCPFAF returns to the Kennedy Center’s Millennium Stage for an 
evening of stand-up comedy with international comedian Mona Aburmishan. Aburmishan, the 
first Arab and Muslim woman to perform stand-up at Carnegie Hall in NYC and the Kennedy 
Center in Washington, DC, has performed, emceed, and produced comedy shows, competitions 
and events in major clubs, theaters and universities around the world. In addition to comedy, 
Mona is a sought-after speaker for her experience using stand-up comedy to bring joy and affinity 
in various socio-political topics in the United States and the Middle East.  
   
 



2018 DCPFAF PROGRAM 
 
From Oct. 2-7, 2018, the 8th 
annual run of the DC Palestinian 
Film & Arts Festival, “Threads of 
Resilience,” weaves together the 
experiences of Palestinians 
across time and place.  
 
This year’s run includes 13 films, 
including eight DC and one US 
premieres; embroidery and 
painting workshops; acclaimed 
Palestinian actor and Spotlight 
Artist Saleh Bakri; and ends with 
a night of stand-up comedy at 
the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.  
 
Full program: dcpfaf.org/program   

Film and comedy press kits: dcpfaf.org/press 

Our team: dcpfaf.org/board 

In the news: dcpfaf.org/news   

 

http://dcpfaf.org/program
http://dcpfaf.org/press
http://dcpfaf.org/board
http://dcpfaf.org/news


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 

Tues, Oct. 2 
7:00 pm  
E Street Cinema 

Opening Night 
194. Us, Children of the Camp by Samer Salameh (US premiere) 
Preceded by A Drowning Man by Mahdi Fleifel (DC premiere) and 
followed by a discussion on Palestinian identities in diaspora and 
Palestine. 

 
Wed, Oct. 3 
7:00 pm 
Atlantic Plumbing 
Cinema 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Georgetown University 

 
Are the Kids Alright? Short Films Bouquet 
And An Image Was Born by Firas Khoury (DC premiere), Madam El by 
Laila Abbas (DC premiere), Rupture by Yassmina Karajah (DC 
premieres), and Ayny - My Second Eye by Ahmed Saleh (DC 
premieres). Family friendly. 
  
Naila and the Uprising 
Presented in partnership with the Center for Contemporary Arab 
Studies and Just Vision 

 
 
Thurs, Oct. 4 
7:00 pm 
E Street Cinema 

 
 
Wajib by Annemarie Jacir 
Preceded by Bonboné by Rakan Mayasi (DC premiere) and followed by 
a talkback with actor and Spotlight Artist Saleh Bakri.  

 
Sat, Oct. 6 
11:00 am & 3:00 pm 
Studio Theatre 
 
 
 
1:30 pm 
Suns Cinema 

 
 
Palestinian Embroidery 101 Workshop with Tatreez & Tea 
Three-hour workshops led by author, educator, and artist Wafa 
Ghnaim will give students the opportunity to learn traditional 
embroidery techniques used by Palestinian women. 
 
Emwas: Restoring Memories by Dima Abu Ghoush 
Preceded by Setback of the Spirit by Sa’ed Arouri (DC premiere) and 
Memory of the Land by Samira Badran (DC premiere) and followed by 
a talkback with Dima Abu Ghoush.  

Sun, Oct. 7 
 
12:00 pm  
Studio Theatre 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Kennedy Center 
 
 

 
 
Painting Palestine Workshop with Watan 
In the two-hour Painting Palestine workshop, participants will paint a 
special laser-cut map of Palestine with a poppy pattern.  
 
Stand-Up Comedy with Mona Aburmishan 
The hysterically sharp and witty Palestinian-American comedian Mona 
Aburmishan closes out the 8th annual DCPFAF with a show that will 
be sure to bring you to tears of laughter. 

 

https://tatreezandtea.com/about-wafa-ghnaim/
https://tatreezandtea.com/about-wafa-ghnaim/
https://palestineinamerica.com/2015/10/exploring-palestinian-culture-through-art-qa-with-the-creator-of-watan/


PROGRAM INFORMATION 
The majority of press materials can be found at dcpfaf.org/press. Films and event information not 
found there is below.  
 
Rupture by Yassmina Karajah 
DC Premiere | Short | 18 min. | 2017 
Introducing a cast of first-time actors and survivors of war who channel their personal experiences 
of loss and new beginnings through a fictional narrative, Rupture follows the journey of four Arab 
teens on their quest to find the local public pool in their new Canadian city.  
Film stills and materials 
 
Emwas: Restoring Memories by Dima Abu Ghoush 
Documentary | 56 min. | 2016 
The film follows the journey of the director, Dima Abu Ghoush, as she rebuilds her demolished 
hometown, Emwas, in the form of a maquette (model). Dima was born in Emwas, but she was 
forced to leave it when she was two years old, along with the town’s inhabitants, on the second 
day of the 1967 war. All her life she heard stories about Emwas, but she only knew it as a public 
park, for that’s what the Israeli government turned the village into, some years after it demolished 
it. In 2009, Dima decided to rebuild Emwas in the form of a model/ maquette, with the help of her 
family and friends. The film succeeds to bring the demolished village to life through the 
memories of its people, and raises questions about the future of Emwas and its people who still 
dream to return to it 
Film stills and materials 
 
Memory of the Land by Samira Badran 
DC Premiere | Short | 13 min. 
Palestine. A body is trapped at a checkpoint; an essential mechanism of the Israeli occupation. 
The body is pierced by structural and physical violence, which is aggressive and arbitrary and 
prevents and attacks its free movement and existence.  
Film stills and materials 
 
   

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1MjZI1gfidbIXetHj0ZfadhA0AQaZFhYd?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_wmGej9bNXel9rQvfb-ChiuFrGsJy8fR
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AzHt7JIxoPqzxmEyz1CWILDmdQ46Hofi?usp=sharing


Palestinian Embroidery 101 Workshops with Tatreez & Tea 
Three-hour workshops led by author, educator, and artist Wafa Ghnaim will give students the 
opportunity to learn how to embroider, Palestinian style! Students will learn traditional 
embroidery techniques used by Palestinian women for centuries -- cross-stitching on Aida cloth 
fabric, and will leave with an embroidered design mounted in an embroidery hoop to 
commemorate their first piece.  
 
About Tatreez & Tea  
Tatreez & Tea’s mission is to provide educational resources, namely through workshops, lectures 
and publications, to preserve Palestinian tatreez embroidery, folk arts and storytelling traditions in 
the diaspora.  
 
About Wafa Ghnaim 
Wafa Ghnaim is an American born Palestinian businesswoman, writer and artist. Her father is 
from Yaffa and her mother from Safad, Palestine. Wafa began learning Palestinian embroidery 
from her mother when she was only two years old. 
 
Throughout her life, Wafa has traveled alongside her mother, a master artist and lifelong teacher 
of Palestinian embroidery, for various exhibitions, lectures and demonstrations around the U.S. -- 
from folklore festivals in Cambridge, Massachusetts, to elementary schools in southeast Portland, 
Oregon. Wafa was awarded a two-year apprenticeship opportunity through  the University of 
Oregon in 1993 with her older sister, Fida. They assisted their mother in the completion of a 
traditional Palestinian thobe titled "The Gardens," which was displayed in the Oregon State 
Capitol as "the dress of a million stitches." Wafa also completed her own embroidered mural of 
the design "The Story of Cleopatra." 
 
Wafa decided to pursue her and her mother's lifelong dream of writing a book about Palestinian 
embroidery designs and traditions in 2015. The book, titled "Tatreez & Tea: Embroidery and 
Storytelling in the Palestinian Diaspora," has been a dream of her mothers since the early 1980's 
when she first came to the U.S. With funding from the Clackamas County Cultural Coalition, 
Regional Arts & Culture Council and the Brooklyn Arts Council, the first edition of the book was 
digitally published in November, 2016. With additional funding from the Brooklyn Arts Council 
and the Clackamas County Cultural Coalition, Tatreez & Tea will be expanded and revised in 2018.  

 

https://tatreezandtea.com/about-wafa-ghnaim/

